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FENCED IN 


Above: Myles Cupp competes in the Orange 
Coast Invitational fencing tournament in 
the Kinesiology Gym Sunday. 


Right: Andrew Tsai, left, and Xavier 
Pilsudski, right, compete in the “Open 
Mixed Epee” tournament in the Kinesiology 
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See story, page 3 


publishes book on CIA 


Hugh Wilford has 
been teaching at 
CSULB since 2006. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


Cal State Long Beach has its’ 


own CIA expert, and his name is 
Hugh Wilford. 

In his new book, “America’s 
Great Game: The CIA’s Secret:Ara- 
bists and the Shaping of the Mod- 
ern Middle East,’ Wilford tracks 
the efforts of post-World War II 
Americans who helped transform 


the Middle East in social and po- 
litical ways. 

The central focus of his book re- 
volves around the CIA and some of 
its operatives in the 1940s and ‘50s. 
Three of the CIA operatives that 
Wilford writes about are Kermit 
Roosevelt Jr., Archie Roosevelt and 
Miles Copeland Jr. 

“The main CIA officer involved 
in the [1953 Iranian] coup, Kermit 
Roosevelt Jr., ... is really the main 
character in the book,’ he said. 
“The British actually came up with 
the coup operation ... and they felt 
like they needed American support 
to carry it out.” 

Wilford, who was born in England 


See CIA, Page 3 


INTERNET CAT VIDEO FILM FESTIVAL 
Grumpy Cat wins the 
Golden Kitty award 
at this years festival 
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MEN'S VOLLEYBALL 


LBSU upsets 
No.1 Pepperdine 
in five sets 

SPORTS, PAGE 8 
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CSULB 
Moot Court 
places first 
in national 
competition 


This is the first time 
a CSULB team has 
made it past the 
Sweet 16 since 2006. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 
Assistant News Editor 


Cal State Long Beach’s Moot 
Court team is ranked the best un- 
dergraduate team in the nation af- 
ter taking first place at the National 
American Collegiate Moot Court 
Association tournament earlier this 
month. 

CSULB national champions, se- 
nior political science major Ashley 
Hall and senior political science 
and economics major Kyle Maury, 
secured their title after placing first 
in the written briefs category and 
second in.oral advocacy, earning the 
two highest finishes in the competi- 
tion. 

CSULB Moot Court Director Lewis 
Ringel, who has directed the team 
since 2006, said this is the first time the 
team has made it past the Sweet 16 at 
nationals. 

“This is the highest [finish] I’ve 
coached since we won the national cham- 
pionship in 2003, which was before [I be- 
came the head coach,}” Lewis said. 


See Moor, Page 2 
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Jerry Tarkanian is honored with a towel and miniature Pyramid 


during a men’s basketball game Saturday evening. 


TARK 
RETURNS 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Jerry Tarkanian was only at 
Long Beach State for five years, but 
he set an immortal standard that to 
this day continues to be the bench- 
mark of success at The Beach. 

That couldn’t have been more 
clear during halftime of Saturday’s 
men’s basketball game against Cal 
State Northridge. Tarkanian was 
honored with a towel, a miniature 
pyramid and a standing ovation 


See Tar, Page 8 
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Japanese Noh masks on display at the VAM 


The wooden masks 
have been used in Ja- 
pan’s Noh theater for 
six centuries. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


More than 100 people gathered at 
the University Art Museum Saturday to 
see a collection of Japanese Noh masks 
resembling the faces of Angelina Jolie 
and the “Mona Lisa.” 

Organized by four Cal State Long 
Beach graduate students, “Traditions 
Transfigured: The Noh Masks of Bi- 
dou Yamaguchi” is an exhibit featur- 
ing artwork by Japanese artist Bidou 
Yamaguchi. 

Noh masks, which are made out of 
wood, were used in Japan’s Noh the- 
ater for six centuries to explore and 
express human emotion, according to 
the UAM. 

Yamaguchi used the form, technique 
and transformative spirit of Noh masks 
to reproduce iconic portraits of women 
from European paintings, according to 
pamphlets provided at the exhibit. 

Graduate students Karenina Kary- 
adi, Lauren Nochella, Kristy Odett and 
Ariana Rizo worked together to orga- 
nize the exhibit. 

Karyadi said the group’s adviser, In- 
terim Director of Museum Studies Ken- 
dall Brown, came up with the idea of 
bringing this display to the VAM. 

“We've been working on this, ba- 
sically, since the start of last spring 
semester,” Karyadi said. “It’s.a very 
unique and hands-on program.” 

To put the exhibit together, Brown 
said they needed to collect the masks 
from private collectors and different 
museums around the world. 

“We wrote letters to the private col- 
lectors and museums with Yamaguchi’s 
art and told them we are accredited in 


~ Get loans for bills, personal debt consolidations, medical emergencies 
_ Business, 1st or 2nd mortgages, home renovations, vehicles, etc. 


24 HRS. IMMEDIATE RESPONSE CALL: 1-647-860-3030 


the American Association of Muse- 
ums,” Brown said. 

Brown said that half of the artwork 
was donated by a private collector in 


the McLeod family, and the other half 
was from private collectors and muse- 
ums around the world, including Spain, 
New York and Austria. 


PxHotos sy AMATULLAH Guyor | DaiLy 49eR 
Above: Opening reception 
attendees view art in the 
“Traditions Transfigured” 
exhibit at the UAM on Saturday. 


Left: The Japanese Noh masks 
are used to express human 
emotion. 


Brown said he first met Yamaguchi 
in 2003, when Brown was a judge in a 
Japanese art exhibition. 

Brown said Yamaguchi showed him 
the “Mona Lisa” mask in a Starbucks, 
and he asked Brown if it was any good. 

“I encouraged [Yamaguchi] to con- 
tinue with his art, and it is very grati- 
fying to see him blossom as an artist,” 
Brown said. 

The exhibit is on display at the VAM 
through April 13. 


MootT 


Continued from Page 1 


Senior philosophy major Asmita 
Deswal also won an award by placing 
within the top 13 percent and finish- 
ing within the top 25 orators. 

Deswal has been a part of the team 
since fall 2012 and said her time on 
the team has been beneficial in pursu- 
ing a career in law. 

“T want to go to law school, and 
[Ringel] helped me find my way,” 
Deswal said. “Ringel provides sup- 
port to his students and prepares you 
as a law student or debater. It’s been 
the most rewarding experience in my 
liters 

To make it to nationals, Ringel said 
the team had to compete in regional 
tournaments. Since he started direct- 
ing, he said the team has continued to 
place higher. 

Before nationals, Deswal said the 
team practiced its briefs for many 
hours over two weeks. 

“A lot of time is put in by both the 
team and our director,’ Deswal said. 
“It’s over 10 hours a week with a lot 
of cases and laws.” 

Ringel said he owes a large part of 
the team’s success to the amount of 
help given by assistant coaches. 

“I have been extremely fortunate 
that our alumni of coaches are com- 
pletely unselfish of the time they give 
me,” Ringel said. “I run tournaments 
[my team] competes in, and some- 
times I don’t have the opportunity to 
coach on the spot.” 

With the team’s continued success, 
political science department Chair 
Teresa Wright said the team has given 
CSULB prestige and the students a 
chance to network in their chosen 
field. 

“For students, it’s a very valu- 
able experience to find out how the 
legal process works,” Wright said. 
“They meet practicing attorneys, 
practicing judges and other faculty 
members.” 

CSULB’s Moot Court team is 
preparing for its next tournament at 
Mount St. Mary’s College in May. 
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CSULB hosts open fencing meet 


Participants practice 
three categories of 
fencing at the meet. 


By JAMES DELAHOUSSAYE 
Radio Producer 


Masked blade wielders thrust at, 
hacked and slashed each other during a 
fencing competition at Cal State Long 
Beach on Sunday. 

CSULB hosted an open meet for the 
Orange Coast Fencing Division of the 
United States Fencing Association, an 


event that featured fencing partici- 
pants aged 13 years and older. 
Although CSULB no longer has a 
university fencing team, former Varsi- 
ty Fencing Coach and retired CSULB 
professor Jo Redmon oversaw the 
event. 
“T love [fencing] ... It’s kind of a 
thinking man’s sport,” she said. “You 
can’t be too dense and be a good fenc- 
cha 
Redmon, who coached at CSULB 
for 38 years, said she continues to 
teach two fencing classes every spring 
at CSULB. 

Participants like Katie Fisher, a 
member of the California Institute of 
Technology fencing club, packed the 


Goldmine Gym to practice three cat- 

egories of fencing: foil, epee and saber. 
“Saber is all about footwork,” Fisher 

said. “You have to move really fast.” 

Both foil and epee blades are light 
and flexible, and players must use their 
pointed ends to stab at their opponents 
and score a point. Saber competitors, 
on the other hand, can score using both 
thrusting and swiping motions, mean- 
ing each round can last for only a mat- 
ter of seconds. 

The goal of each sword style is the 
same: to score the most points, usually 
five in a preliminary round and 15 in 
direct elimination play. 

University of California, Los An- 
geles Fencing Club member Howard 


Chang explained the history of saber 
fencing. 

“When you would fight on horse- 
back, you want to kill the guy on his 
horse but not kill his horse because 
you want to take his horse,” he said. 
“If you capture the horse, you’ve got 
a free horse. That’s why in saber 
you only score by hitting above the 
waist.” 

During the competition, some par- 
ticipants cried out or yelled after a win 
or loss. 

“Oh, it’s passionate, but I hate yell- 
ers,’ Redmon said. “I tell my kids, ‘If 
you want to yell you can go outside. 
Let your blade do your yelling.” 

Each contestant competed individu- 
ally and not as part of a team or club, 
Redmon said. In California, fencing is 
most often performed as a club sport, 
she added. 


CIA 


Continued from Page 1 


and has been teaching at CSULB since 
2006, said that before he set his focus 
on the CIA, he studied political groups 
like the New York Intellectuals, a 
group of American writers and critics, 
and the American Left, which consist- 
ed of left-leaning political groups. 

“My background was in American 
history,” he said. “I went from intel- 
lectuals to the CIA, and I guess I’ve 
kind of stayed with the CIA since ... 
but with this interest in the influence 
of culture.” 

One chapter of Wilford’s book is 
devoted to the Iranian coup of 1953, 
which was supported by the U.S. and 
U.K. and eventually led to the over- 
throw of the former democratically- 
elected prime minister of Iran, Mo- 
hammad Mosaddegh, according to the 
U.S. Department of State website. 

“The way into the book was through 
a history of the American Friends of 
the Middle East [an American intellec- 
tual group from the 1950s,]” he said. 
“That opened to this wider picture of 
the CIA and the operations it carried 
out in the Middle East.” 

In addition to discussing how Amer- 


icans shaped the Middle East, the book 
also looks at cultural influences that 
have affected the region, Wilford said. 

“T argue in the book that people like 
Kermit Roosevelt Jr. and their upbring- 
ings ... were kind of steeped in the cul- 
ture of the British Empire,” he said. 

The book, however, is not Wilford’s 
first publication about the CIA. In 2008 
he wrote “The Mighty Wurlitzer: How 
the CIA Played America,’ a book on 
how the CIA funded several private 
U.S. groups during the Cold War, ac- 
cording to the CSULB history website. 

Wilford said “America’s Great 
Game: The CIA’s Secret Arabists and 
the Shaping of the Modern Middle 
East,” which he began working on in 
2008, took almost five years to com- 
plete. 

“That was a sweet moment [when 
I finished writing],” he said. “When I 
saw [it], | was very pleased with its ap- 
pearance.” 

Wilford said he hopes to write sev- 
eral scholarly articles about the book 
and its findings over the course of the 
next year. 

“America’s Great Game: The CIA’s 
Secret Arabists and the Shaping of the 
Modern Middle East” is available for 
purchase at Barnes & Noble. 


Hugh Wilford 
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KBeach radio 
show receives 
Golden Mike 
award 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 
Assistant News Editor 


Cal State Long Beach’s KBeach Ra- 
dio show “Daily 49er News” won its first 
Golden Mike Award for the Best Radio 
News Public Affairs Program from the 
Radio and Television News Association 
of Southern California. 

The weekly show invites Daily 49er 
staff members and university profes- 
sors to discuss local and campus news, 
according to Daily 49er Radio Producer 
James Delahoussaye. 

“We can’t cover national news as well 
as NPR does, ... so we focused on pre- 
senting a show about our campus and 
the surrounding community because 
nobody else is really doing that,” Dela- 
houssaye said. “Our goal is to produce 
something for the students.” 

“Daily 49er News,” which airs on 
Wednesday mornings, was submitted 
under the category of Best Radio News 
Public Affairs Program, Division B for 
the competition. 

In order to be eligible for the award, 
the show must have five full-time staffers 
or fewer and also be a “regularly-sched- 
uled, issue-oriented public affairs series 
produced by’ the News Department,” ac- 
cording to the Radio and Television News 
Association website. 

Delahoussaye' ‘said’ the “show was 
submitted for the award with the help 
of KBeach Radio, Associated Students 
Inc. and Daily 49er Radio Assistants 
Shereen Lisa Dudar and Enedina Cis- 
neros. 

“We've had’ so much help [from 
KBeach’s] Danny Lemos, one of the 
advisers, and Jeff Kaufman, a long-time 
broadcaster who is volunteering,” Dela- 
houssaye said. “[They have] given us 
expert-level advice for nothing. They’ve 
taken such an active role in guiding us 
and mentoring us.” 

Delahoussaye said this is the first 
time KBeach Radio and the Daily 49er 
have won this award. 

The last time CSULB won a Gold- 
en Mike Award was in 2002, when 
KKJZ-FM won for Best Economic Re- 
porting, Division B. 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 

great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 

fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 


for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 
Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 ¢ www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 ¢ www.btpstesting.com 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 


time of services, The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


$99 SPECIAL 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 
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OUR VIEW: SKATEBOARDING POLICY IS LONG AWAITED 


de: Long Beach City Council 
voted to amend the city’s municipal 
code in December, giving Cal State 
Long Beach the authority to create its 
own policy regarding skateboarding on 
campus. 

For the first time ever, skateboarding 
is legal on campus, but the policy doesn’t 
come without restrictions. 

University Police and CSULB 
administration have launched a six- 
month awareness program to educate 
students about the new policy, includ- 
ing a map highlighting pedestrian- 
only pathways. 

The awareness campaign aims to 
allow students the necessary time to 
adjust to the new policy before Univer- 
sity Police begin issuing citations to 
skateboarders who are not abiding by 
the rules. 

Skateboarders, however, can still be 
issued citations during the awareness 
campaign for reckless riding, although 
they will be at the discretion of Univer- 
sity Police. 

University Police Chief Fernando Sol- 
orzano said regulations for skateboarders 
will be stricter if students do not adhere 
to the policy. 

We feel that lifting the ban on skate- 
boarding is a good thing for everyone on 
campus. 

Students have been using skateboards 
as an alternate mode of transportation for 
years. We’re just glad to see that Univer- 
sity Police and campus administration 
are finally on board. 

Through the awareness campaigns, 
skateboarders should become aware of 
the restrictions that come with skating on 
campus. 

In the past, skateboarding was not 
allowed on campus but the rule seemed 


~~to be a little subjective, as only some... 
w= skateboarders were issued citations, often 


at the officers discretion. 

Although the new policy may come 
with stringent regulations, it helps to 
eliminate the gray area when issuing 
citations. 

Pedestrians also benefit by regulating 
skateboarding to designated areas. 

Many students have had a close 
call with a skateboarder at one time or 
another, and some have even had colli- 
sions with a skater speeding recklessly 
downhill, which is why we think the 


pedestrian-only zones are a good move. 
Prohibiting skateboarding in high traffic 
areas, such as Brotman Hall and the 
upper campus walkway, creates a safer 
campus for all. 

CSULB is a big campus, and students 


sometimes have to cover a lot of ground 
to get where they’re going, whether it’s 
to class, the parking lot or back to on- 
campus housing. 

Some of us were hesitant about the 
new policy, fearing that skateboarders 


would be given too much freedom to 
roam around campus without regard for 
others. 

With the University Police tightening 
the reigns on skateboarding regulations, 
we feel that students will be more likely 


© OPINION? [fornia 


to abide by the rules. 

Needless to say, we can all breathe a 
sigh of relief now that the new skate- 
boarding policy is finally in place. 

We’re excited to see how this rides 
out. 
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Voting Rights Amendment Act aims to bring equality to all 


By Nick CHAVEZ 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


In 2013, the Supreme Court removed parts of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, ruling that the 
laws and regulations of the act were outdated, 
according to CBS News. 

Now, less than a year later, a bi-partisan group 
of lawmakers from various states have come 
together to initiate a new amendment to substitute 
it. 

The group, comprised of Reps. John Conyers 
Jr. (D-Mich.) and John Lewis (D-Ga.), and Sens. 
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Chris Coons (D- Dl.) and 


Jim Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.) recently introduced 
the Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, which 
aims to update the Section 4 formula. 

The amendment, which has yet to be ap- 
proved by the House of Representatives or the 
Senate, would modify parts of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 that the Supreme Court ruled are 
“out of date,” according to CBS. 

If passed, the new amendment would enable 
states that have a history of voter discrimination 
to be eligible for review of all the states voting 
records for the previous 15 years. 

Under the new bill, five or more violations 
would result in tighter regulations that would re- 
quire the state to receive federal approval before 
changing its voting laws. 

: Any. state that has a clean record, even if it had 


history of discrimination, would be free from the 

regulations. To date, there has been support from 

both parties for the proposal, and a filibuster is 

not expected from the Senate, according to CBS. 
However, there are some issues with the 

bill proposal that may make it difficult to pass 

through the Supreme Court. 

The lawmakers claim that it is a modern take 
on the Voting Rights Act, as the proposal relies 
on the same protections and guidelines of the 
original Voting Rights Act of 1965, which could 
make the Supreme Court see it as out of date yet 
again. 

The proposed 15-year review period seems 
more reasonable than looking back decades 
in the past, but if this bill is going to just 
restore the old regulations then why would the 


Supreme Court support it? 

The bill is not so much a modern take, or 
“update” as they claim it is, but really an at- 
tempt to change a minor detail. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 has served 
this country well, and there is much good in 
the Act that should be preserved. But it is 
almost 50 years old and race relations have 
changed drastically since its passage. 

The fact that in these politically divided 
times both parties want to work together is 
remarkable and the opportunity should not be 
wasted. 

Hopefully they will take the time to further 
examine the bill and fix it’s old flaws, instead 
of just revising the original Act with minimal 
changes. 


The State of the Union should address income disparity 


By NicoLas RopRIGUEZ 


Assistant Opinions Editor 


With the State of the Union address airing 
tomorrow, President Barack Obama will be 
tackling many issues confronting Americans, in- 
cluding the growing income gap that’s increasing 
economic inequality in this country. 

According to a Pew Research Poll released 
on Thursday, 68 percent of Democrats and 61 
percent of Republicans agree that the income gap 


has increased over the past 10 years. 


a ait oe ie come 


What the poll shows is that even among a 
heavily divided congress, most Americans feel 
the pinch from a sluggish economy struggling to 
move forward. 

Despite the agreement between both sides 
of the political spectrum on the state of the 
economy, 90 percent of Democrats believe the 
government should do “some” to “a lot” to reduce 
the divide between the wealthy and the rest of the 
country. Republicans, on the other hand, are a bit 
fractured with 45 percent saying that the govern- 
ment should do something, and 33 percent saying 
they should do nothing at all. 

With respect to the income gap, Obama will 


have support from his fellow Democrats, but will 
continue to face stubborn opposition from the 
right. What Obama must do in the State of the 
Union address is demonstrate specifically how he 
would approach the issue of income inequality. 

According to the Pew Poll, 54 percent of 
Americans believe that the government should 
raise taxes on the rich and on corporations, 
while 35 percent believe that lowering taxes 
will stimulate the economy. 

A growing number of Americans are begin- 
ning to feel anxious about being stuck in the 
economic position they are currently in and the 
polls are beginning to reflect that. 


CAMPUS 


According to the Pew Poll, 73 percent of 
Americans want to raise the federal minimum 
wage from $7.25 to $10.10 per hour. With the 
wealthier Americans skewing to the top, many 
Americans feel left out from the slow, modest 
growths in the economy. 

With old and new challenges confronting 
Obama, he must set the tone for the rest of 
his political year and begin to close out his 
presidential term with dignity. Obama has a lot 
of work cut out for him, and with the midterm 
elections approaching, the State of the Union 
must address the income disparity to create a 
prosperous America. 


POLICIES 


Users must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians on foot at all times. 


Coasting devices may not be used in any manner that places 
pedestrians at risk. 


Speed of the device must not exceed 5 mph and the user must remain 
in control of their coasting devices at all times. Riding coasting 
devices down hills, including the hills at East Campus Drive and West 
Campus Drive is prohibited (see attached map). 


Coasting devices are not vehicles and their use is prohibited on 
roadways, parking lots and in parking structures. 


Use of the devices for acrobatics, racing or other stunts is strictly 
prohibited. Riding on any architectural or landscape features other 
than sidewalks is prohibited. All wheels of the device must be in é 
contract with the ground while in use. 


The use of coasting devices is prohibited within any building, any | 
covered area and in the designated pedestrian-only zones (see ) 
attached map). 


Persons using roller skater or rollerblades must remove them before | 
entering all university buildings. 


Persons violating these prohibitions may be cited under C.V.C 21113(g) 
regarding local jurisdiction over bicycles, skateboards and roller 
skates. 


_ The use of coasting devices on campus carries with ; 
it responsibility and liability. Please ride carefully and ' 
with all due consideration for the rights of others. 

Accidental collisions may seriously injure pedestrians, ,, ... 
bicyclists, or other skaters. A person riding roller . 
skates or skateboards who strikes anyone is liable for f 
all medical expenses of that victim and any damage 

™ done to the victim’s property. 


The complete policy on the use of skateboards and 
other coasting devices on campus can be found at. 
http“. www.csulb.edu/regs 
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Heeere’s ... 


The Internet Cat Video Film Festival makes a stop in 
downtown Long Beach Friday. 


By MEAGAN MEYLoR 
Contributing Writer 


Cats rule the Internet. From the 
original Grumpy Cat video with more 
than 14 million views, to countless 
cat memes, Internet goers have an un- 
deniable fascination with our feline 
friends. 

Minneapolis-based contemporary art 
institution Walker Art Center tapped 
into this cat-centric fan base by creating 
the Internet Cat Video Film Festival two 
years ago. 

Drawing more than 10,000 attendees 
at its 2012 debut in Minneapolis, the 
festival’s popularity has prompted or- 
ganizers to take it on the road. 

The 75-minute film made its most 
recent stop at the Federal Bar in 
downtown Long Beach Friday. 

The retro-style gastro pub hosted 
the event in its newly refurbished per- 
formance space, The Federal Under- 
ground. 

The 300-person, speakeasy-style 
venue was packed with guests, many 
of whom were spilling out into the hall- 
ways trying to catch a glimpse of the 
feline-featured film. 

“Catvidfest is a live event, gather- 
ing fellow feline fanatics to watch a 
curated collection of cat clips in the 


social environment,” according to the 
festival’s website. 

Contrary to expectations, many at- 
tendees were middle-aged or older, 
with many standing in the back. The 
limited seats didn’t seem to bother 
anyone, however, as the videos often 
inspired fits of laughter. 

Organizer and curator Scott Stulen 
pieced together 65 carefully selected 
Youtube clips and vine videos to create 
a fully produced film. 

It featured such 
famous kitty names 
as Colonel Meow, 
Nala Cat and Lil 


Bub. The point is not 
just to watch cat 
videos, the point is 
to watch cat videos 


According to the 
event website, when 
deciding which vid- 
eos to feature, the 
organization — sifted 


fest. 

“Even though every show has it’s 
own vibe, no matter what happens ev- 
eryone is going to love it,” Braden said. 

This year’s Golden Kitty winner was 
the forlorn queen of the Internet her- 
self, Grumpy Cat, who although didn’t 
make an appearance in Long Beach, 
appeared in Minneapolis with her own- 
ers Tabatha and Bryan Bundesen to re- 
ceive her award. 

“You have to be a monster to not en- 
joy cat videos,” said one of the festival’s 
attendees, Cal State Long Beach fresh- 
man Matthew Murrin. 

Murrin said he was especially ex- 
cited about being in 
aroom full of people 
with the same inter- 
ests. 

“What made it 
particularly special 
for me was all of the 
people there,” he 
said. “It wasn’t just 
young people trying 


through 10,000 on- together. to have a good night 
line nominations and out. They were 
presented awards in — William Braden, there just to enjoy 


categories such as host 
Comedy, Documen- 
tary, Foreign, Drama 
and the coveted top 
prize: the Golden Kitty Award. 

Last year’s Golden Kitty winner 
was William Braden, the creator of 
“Henri 2: Paw de Deux,” a black-and- 
white documentation of the existen- 
tial musings of a French cat. Braden 
was present to host this year’s Catvid- 


cats.” 

Of course, you 
could watch all of 
the cat videos at 

home for free. However, Braden said, 
there is something about an in-person 
showing that makes this event such a 
huge success. 

“The point is not just to watch cat 
videos,” he said. “The point is to 
watch cat videos together.” 
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From memes to videos, and now with their own film festival, these 
furry felines have seized the silver screen. 
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Branford Jones (14) drives toward the basket during Saturday’s 76-62 win over Cal State Northridge. 
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sloppy start, as unforced errors on both 
sides resulted in a total of eight points 
being scored over the first four minutes. 

The only player who seemed to be 
able to put the ball in the basket for The 
Beach was Jennings, who scored six of 
the 49ers’ first eight points. 

“Dan [Jennings] impacts the game very 
well,” Caffey said. “In the Santa Barbara 
game, he didn’t play in the second half, 
and it hurt us. At Cal Poly, he was more 
into it, and he was big for us in these last 
two wins, rebounding and offensively.” 

The 49ers were down by as much as 
seven points several times in the first 
half, but they battled back and took a 


39-36 lead into halftime. 

The first five minutes of the second 
half belonged to CSUN once again. The 
Matadors scored 15 points over that 
time and took a 51-50 lead with 15:29 
left on the clock. 

“They scored 15 points in the first 
five minutes of the half, and most of 
it was just transition or our offense,” 
Monson said. “I thought the key was, we 
took care of the ball, ran better offense 
and got our defense set.” 

LBSU took back control and held the 
lead for good after Caffey made a layup 
with 10:49 to go. Branford Jones made a 
couple key shots down the stretch to keep 
the 49ers’ lead comfortable, and they ul- 
timately emerged with a 76-62 win. 

“Tt was a good team win because we 
had some help off the bench,’ Monson 
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said. 

With the win, the 49ers move into a tie 
for third place in the Big West with UC 
Santa Barbara and Hawaii. Monson said 
there was still plenty of work left to do, 
though, before he could consider the team 
qualified to move on to postseason play. 

“They have the ability to win the 
league and go to the NCAA tournament, 
but we’re not there yet,” he said. “We’ve 
already dug ourselves a pretty good hole 
in league, and now we’re going to have 
to go steal some on the road and try to 
hold serve at home.” 

The 49ers will have their road game 
tested once again this week as they 
travel to Hawaii for a game on Thurs- 
day night. They will then have a quick 
return trip home, as they will host Cal 
State Fullerton on Saturday night. 
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Long Beach State 


opens season 3-1 at 
UCSB Invitational 


The ‘Niners highlight 
the opening weekend 
with a victory over 
No. 20 Pacific. 


By ANDREW TURNER 
Staff Writer 


SANTA BARBARA — Unexpect- 
ed results may ultimately define the 
season, but the year started accord- 
ing to plan for the Long Beach State 
women’s water polo team. 

The 10th-ranked 49ers (3-1) took 
three of their four matches at the UC 
Santa Barbara Invitational. 

LBSU managed a split against 
a pair of ranked opponents on the 
tournament’s first day. The Beach 
dropped its opening game to No. 4 
California, 13-6, before knocking off 
No. 20 Pacific, 9-4. 

Coriann Snyder scored five goals to 
lead the 49ers in the two games. 

Kelly Ringel started both games on 
Saturday. She made eight saves in the 
win over Pacific. 

Head coach Gavin Arroyo indi- 
cated that the chance to play a tough 
Golden Bears squad early on would 
serve his team well in the future. The 
49ers will get another chance to pull 
off the upset against Cal on Feb. 15 
when they travel to Berkeley for a 


ae. 


nonconference showdown. 

On day two of the tournament, the 
49ers earned victories against Cal 
State Bakersfield and Claremont- 
Mudd-Scripps. 

The Roadrunners challenged the 
49ers in a low-scoring affair. The 
Beach led 3-1 at the half and 4-1 at the 
end of the third quarter. A four-goal 
outburst in the final frame helped the 
49ers roll to an 8-4 win in their first 
match Sunday. 

Justine Morgan sparked the 49ers 
with a hat-trick against CSUB. 

“She had a great weekend,” said 
Arroyo of Morgan’s offensive emer- 
gence. “She was playing more ag- 
gressive.” 

The 49ers received contributions 
from both old leaders and players 
looking to step into larger roles. Rin- 
gel fortified the net by stopping 25 
shots in her three games this week- 
end. 

Snyder’s offense was a welcomed 
asset for LBSU, but Arroyo empha- 
sized the importance of her defense to 
the success of the team. 

“She had a few goals here and 
there, but she was really strong defen- 
sively,” Arroyo said. “She dominated 
the center position.” 

Senior Hillary Veselik is starting 
for the first time in her career for The 
Beach. She scored in both games on 
Saturday. 

The 49ers will host No. 9 San Di- 
ego State Sunday in LBSU’s home 
opener. Game time is set for noon. 
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Men’s Volleyball 


‘Niners 
take down 
top-ranked 
Pepperdine 


Long Beach State ends 
a two-game losing 
streak by defeating 
the Waves in five sets. 


By Anita WANG 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State men’s vol- 
leyball team showed some guts when it 
handed No.1 Pepperdine its first loss of 
the season in five sets (25-14, 21-25, 21- 
25, 25-23 and 15-11) Friday night after 
getting swept by Southern California 
two nights earlier. 

“The schedule and all the traveling 
we do is brutal, but that’s no excuse to 
why we couldn’t play the way we did to- 
night against [USC],” head coach Alan 
Knipe said. “But this week is a good 
week for us because it builds character.” 

An almost flawless performance al- 
lowed the 49ers (4-3, 3-3 Mountain Pa- 
cific Sports Federation) to dominate the 
first set with a .357 hitting percentage 
over the Waves’ .000. Ian Satterfield and 
Jeff Ornee each had two kills to give the 
49ers a 7-2 lead. With zero service er- 
rors and effortless blocking, the 49ers 
cruised to end the set at 25-14. 

Both teams went neck and neck with 
nine ties and five lead changes in the 
second set until three consecutive Josh 
Taylor kills gave the Waves (4-1, 4-1 
MPSF) an edge at 19-15. Taylor went on 
to make his team’s last three kills and 
led his team to a 25-21 win. 

The 49ers trailed the entire third set 
and had as big as an eight-point deficit 
at 22-14 as Taylor and his teammate 
Parker Kalmbach remained unstoppa- 
ble. Two more kills gave the Waves a set 
point, but the 49ers attempted a come 
back with a four-point run to cut the 
deficit by three. A hitting error ended 
the 49ers’ hope at 21-25. 

Roles switched as the 49ers led 
most of the fourth set by as many as 
four points and trailed for the first and 
only time in the set at 21-22. A Kalm- 
bach kill kept it tied at 23-23, but two 
hitting errors handed the 49ers a win 
at 25-23. 

In the fifth set, the 49ers trailed 6-8 at 
the side switch. They were able to snatch 
a late advantage, though, as Ornee, Tay- 
lor Crabb and Connor Olbright forced 
five hitting errors from the Waves, end- 
ing the decisive set at 15-11. 

Crabb carried the 49ers with a dou- 
ble-double (24 kills, 13 digs) while Sat- 
terfield delivered a career-high 19 kills. 

Pepperdine had three players with 
double-doubles: Taylor (28 kills, 10 
digs), Kalmbach (22 kills, 11 digs) and 
Matt West (53 assists, 17 digs). 

Although the Waves racked up more 
kills, digs and aces than the 49ers, LBSU 


was able to acquire twice as many blocks ~ 


(41 to 17) and committed less hitting er- 
rors (19 to 38) to come out victorious. 

“[USC] was kind of an awakening 
for us,’ Crabb said. “We felt terrible 
in front of our home crowd losing like 
that. The next practice, we focused on 
key things like blocking and defense, 
and it showed tonight because we had 
a ton of blocks and were scrappy, which 
was what we needed.” 

The 49ers will travel to Northern 
California next week for amatch against 
Stanford on Friday and at Pacific on 
Saturday. Both matches begin at 7 p.m. 
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Above: Former Long Beach State head coach Jerry Tarkanian, center, is presented with a miniature Pyramid during a halftime ceremony. 
Below: Dan Jennings (35) attempts a hook shot early in the 49ers’ game against Cal State Northridge. 


AYERS HONOR TARK WITH WIN 


Long Beach State finishes 
strong to earn a 76-62 win 
over Cal State Northridge. 


With former 
head coach Jerry 
Tarkanian in at- 
tendance, the Long 
Beach State men’s 
basketball team got 
a key conference win 
over an athletic Cal State Northridge team Satur- 
day at the Walter Pyramid. 

Dan Jennings provided a force in the paint, 
and Mike Caffey’s 23 points carried the 49ers 
offensively on their way to a 76-62 win over the 
Matadors. 

“T thought that was a really good win for us, 
and one we needed, to hold turf at home,” head 
coach Dan Monson said. “That team is as talent- 
ed as any team in the league. It was a good win, 
and I’m glad we got it because it was a lot closer 
than 4 14-point game.” 

LBSU (7-12, 3-2 Big West Conference) and 
CSUN (10-10, 2-3 Big West) both got off to a 


See 49krrs, Page 7 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


TARK 


Continued from Page 1 


-. from more than 3,000 fans. 


Despite being in poor health, hall of fame 
coach Tarkanian was able to visit Long Beach for 
a couple days, meeting with old players on Friday 
before sitting in on a film session with current 
players Saturday morning. 

“T think it was very impactful for the kids,” head 
coach Dan Monson said. “His health is not good, 
and he was not able to talk a lot, but I think just his 


~ presence of getting up at 10 this morning to come... 


him being here is worth a thousand words.” 
Tarkanian holds the LBSU record for wins and 

led the 49ers to the NCAA tournament four times in 

five seasons. The miniature pyramid he was given 


read, “Thank you for helping build the founda- 


tion of our basketball program and the Pyramid.” 
He was also given a towel, honoring his signature 
move: sucking on a towel during games. 

“Tt was an honor to meet him because he built 
everything here,” point guard Mike Caffey said. 
“What really got to me was just his presence 
there. He didn’t really speak to us, but just to have 
him there while we watched film and stuff was 
big for us.” 


Women’s Basketball 


Long Beach State suffers blowout defeat at CSUN 


The 49ers slip below 
.900 in the Big West 
after a 77-54 loss to 
the Matadors. 


By MicHArEL_ Morris 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team left The Matadome with 
its fourth straight loss on the road Sat- 
urday night, losing 77-54 to Cal State 
Northridge after a night in which the 
49ers just didn’t play as well.as they 
needed to. 


The ‘Niners kept up with CSUN for 
much of the first half, but the inefficient 
shooting and poor rebounding from the 
49ers put them in a hole they couldn’t 
climb out of. 

“Our defense is only as good as our 
rebounds, and we couldn’t get ‘em to- 
night,” head coach Jody Wynn said. 

LBSU_ shot 35.2 percent while 
CSUN made 40.7 percent of their shots 
and registered a 36 percent shooting 
percentage from three. Ashlee Guay 
paved the way for the Matadors with 
21 points and 10 boards, while Janae 
Sharpe added 18 points. 

CSUN was also able to manage extra 
possession after extra possession with 
a 53-25 rebounding advantage on the 
49ers. Co-captain Alex Sanchez was 
also forced to sit out and is expected to 


miss at least another week because of 
a foot injury. 

But for Wynn, the same type of play 
is expected whether it’s with eight or 
nine players. 

“Tt wasn’t about having enough 
bodies tonight; it was about us being 
tough enough to get an offensive re- 
bound,” said Wynn. “Our defensive 
positioning was fine. We just gave up 
offensive rebound after offensive re- 
bound.” 

After the Matadors made it a dou- 
ble-digit game with just six minutes 
left in the first half, the 49ers cut it to 
26-21 after a Lauren Spargo jumper at 
the 3:13 mark. 

CSUN would go into the half with 
just a seven-point lead, but a 16-6 run 
to start the second half put the Mata- 


dors up 46-31 just six minutes into the 
second half. 

Freshman Raven Benton, the Big 
West’s most efficient scorer at 25.2 
points per 40 minutes, nailed a 3-point- 
er that was followed by back-to-back 
treys and sparked a 10-0 run by CSUN 
that put the Matadors up 56-34.. 

CSUN would soon hold a 17-point 
lead and carry it the rest of regulation. 

Freshman Madison Montgomery 
was the 49ers’ lone double-figure 
scorer with 10 points to go along with 
four boards. Spargo and freshman 
Jewelyn Sawyer both finished with 
nine. 

The 49ers will return to its stomping 
ground where they’ve performed better 
this season, hosting Hawaii at the Wal- 
ter Pyramid Thursday at 7 p.m. 


